  Epilogus
           Puns are an integral part of human behavior since they combine two elements universal to human beings; linguistic ambiguity and humor. I have shown the various approaches to humor, and that puns fit into them all. I have shown the various types of linguistic ambiguity, and how they can be used to generate humor in various ways, how they can succeed or fail. I have shown the reasons why they succeed or fail, having to do with constraints imposed by contexts at different levels. I have shown that linguistic humor can be analyzed in linguistic terms, and that linguistic analysis is an appropriate for understanding the mechanism of humor in puns. I have shown that puns can be useful in understanding models of linguistic behavior.

           I have shown how puns are related to various other phenomena: etymological processes, synchronic changes, speech and hearing errors, the process of perception of language, child language, and poetics. I think I have explained every type of pun or given a framework within which it can be analyzed, as well as related phenomena that function similarly to punning, and why and how they achieve or do not achieve the same results.

           In addition, I have done so in, I hope, an interesting, pleasant, and entertaining manner. I hope I have shown that there is one more place of articulation for the tongue in linguistics: the cheek, but I hope I have not been too cheeky. I know that the volume of this has been about as great as possible; I hope I can still get laude, though. I do not, on the other hand, claim that it is a great volume; I hope it may at least be a good one. And now, as the Lord Chancellor sings in Iolanthe:

                         But the darkness has passed

                         And it's daylight at last.

                         And the night has been long

                         Ditto, ditto my song

                         And thank goodness, they're both of them over!

Nunc, lectores, Mercuri causa plaudite.






